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names to be translated "bells" and "garden," at last we en-
tered in between the heights of the uppermost plateau ; they
rose here and there like huge flat-topped towers or wide plat-
forms on either side, leaving, however, large openings betwixt,
and pasture plains of great extent. While crossing one of these,
we met a numerous band of the Meteyr Bedouins, once masters
and tyrants of North-eastern Nejed, now, like their brottier
nomades, humble subjects of Wanhabee rule. They are com-
paratively rich in herds and flocks, and range over a wide
extent of territory; indeed we shall a few chapters later meet
with a colony of them on the other side of the Persian Gulf.
This was the only considerable body of Bedouins that we saw
from Ha'yel to Ri'ad, nor did I witness any other throughout
Nejed, Hasa, and 'Oman.

We had not long traversed the Meteyr encampment, when we
came in view of the walls of Toweym, a large town, containing
between twelve and fifteen thousand inhabitants, according to
the computation here in use, and which I follow for want of
better. It is less advantageously situated for irrigation than
Mejmaa', and decidedly colder in climate, being high perched
at the level, not of the first, but of the second plateau, and
surrounded by irregular piles of the third and loftiest range,
though at some little distance. The governor (I forget his
name) showed himself by no means sociable. Aboo-'Eysa and
myself rode for some time up and down the narrow streets of
the town, looking for a subordinate to announce our arrival to
his excellency, and finding none; and when at last the message
was delivered, hospitality was slow in forthcoming; the palace
door remained shut, and the governor was evidently loth to
introduce us into the interior; whether he feared our seeing its
nakedness or its plenty I cannot tell. Ultimately he distri-
buted us for lodging amid the dwellings of his attendants: the
Na'ib and his suite were in one of those subordinate !K.Jhawahs,
ourselves in another, the Meccans in a third; Aboo-'Eysa went
and came between. Our vicarious host was a coarse, good-
humoured man of arms, and treated us well. But the lane
where his house stood was close and narrow, and the air op-
pressive; so, after taking coffee and eating a few dates of the
long-shaped yellow variety almost peculiar to Nejed, Barakat
and I sauntered out to see the town.